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Table 1 - Summary of theories used in the research
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Table 2 - The frequency of participants' biographical features according to the studied classes
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Table 3- The components and concepts resulting from the axial coding for the civilization of
consumerism and the dangers of environmental geography
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Abstract

Since the beginning of life, collectively, humans have always been consumers of nature's
productive resources and themselves. In the meantime, what has become more civilized is the
consumption category, and what is declining is the environment category. The present research was
conducted with the aim of establishing a relationship between consumerism at the micro level and
environmental hazards. To achieve this goal, data collection was done with the help of several
theories of consumerism and with the grand theory method (foundation data) and semi-standard
interview tool. Data analysis was done with structured technique (SLT) and using open, central and
selective coding. The statistical population is the citizens of Ardabil city and the statistical sample
includes 90 citizens of this city who are part of one of the first, second and third decides of the
household, who were selected by sequential sampling until theoretical saturation was reached, and
the sampling adequacy was achieved. After extracting 29 concepts from the interview text, it was
summarized into 5 sub-categories and finally 2 main categories (consumerism civilization and
environmental hazards) were obtained, which the research results show: the second and third
decides cause the most damage to the environment with irresponsible and demonstrative
consumption of goods and services, unnecessary purchases and media fashion advertisements.
Also, in spite of high education, this group has a lower environmental behavior than the first decide
of the society and in the field of waste management and separation of waste from home, almost the
entire statistical sample performed poorly and did not give importance to this category.

Keywords:Civilization, consumerism, risks, environmental geography

Introduction

The beginning of concerns about the environment goes back to the early 1970s, and the root of all
environmental crises and changes is human activities. The problems of consumerism, followed by
environmental problems, which have gained a global aspect, are the result of human intervention
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and unreasonable exploitation of nature. We humans always want new goods and this means

producing more and more, which as a result, the cycle of mass production and mass consumption
continues in the direction of producing pollution and destroying natural resources. From the input
aspect of production, natural resources are consumed in large quantities. And from the aspect of
consumption output, people throw away useful things not because they are useless, but because
they are out of fashion, or they can no longer display their social status with those out-of-fashion
goods. The problems that now, due to their extent and severity, have aroused everyone's concern
for the only inhabited planet. The current requirements require that the existing natural resources,
in addition to meeting the needs of the present generation, also have the capacity to meet the future
needs of mankind. Meanwhile, the depletion of natural resources and the adverse effects of
environmental destruction, such as droughts and desertification, soil erosion, lack of fresh water,
and the loss of biodiversity in the sea and land have been added to the list of human challenges.
Measuring the amount of production and consumption is now a prerequisite for environmental
management and reducing pollution; So that the deficit of human ecological balance is solved by
wise choices about population growth, consumption, technology efficiency and ecosystem
protection.

Materials and Methods

The data collection method is a combination of quantitative (questionnaire) and qualitative (semi-
standard interview) methods. A questionnaire was used to collect the biographical data of people
(including gender, age, education, the extent of agricultural land dispersion, the number of
households, etc.) and to collect the influencing factors of consumerism on the environment, we
used a standard interview. The method of data analysis was that after the interview was completed,

the text of the coding interview was first opened, that is, the answers were briefly analyzed and
classified, then using the structuring technique (slt), the interviewees themselves were again
referred to and asked to take a look at these classifications and evaluate whether they meant exactly
what they meant or not. Otherwise, some formulations were removed or replaced. In the following,
the coding was done based on the rule of semi-standard technique, in the form of open, central and
selective coding, and the desired concepts and categories were extracted. The sampling method was
sequential sampling, so that data collection was continued until reaching the theoretical saturation
point, and after interviewing 90 people including (30 people from the first decile, 30 people from
the second decline, and 30 people from the third decide), theoretical saturation was achieved.
Reaching the point of theoretical saturation is another sign of validity of this type of research. To
start the interview, as it comes from the nature of the semi-standard interview method, first the
research topic was challenged with an open question. In the following, he raised the questions
derived from the theory and affected by the assumptions, and then in the third stage,
confrontational questions were asked. Confrontational questions mean the theories and
relationships that the interviewee has raised up to that moment, or reacts, in order to critically
review these ideas in the light of competitors' alternatives. The statistical population includes the
citizens of Ardabil city, who are classified by the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
first three decides (non-privileged), second (semi-privileged) and third (privileged).

Results and Discussion

The first factor that aggravates biological hazards is related to irresponsible consumption.
Irresponsible consumption, which was more common and common among the third decade
(consumers), as a result of media advertising, spreads the desire for fashion and demonstrative
consumption of goods and services and causes the most damage to the environment. In the

following, shopping beyond the need, eye to eye and imitation of others and shopping as
entertainment was another characteristic of the third decline of the researched sample. In the
civilization of consumerism, responsible consumption and buying as much as needed can
contribute to the health of the environment. Spectacular and unnecessary purchases, in addition to
the household's economic impact, also lead to environmental threats. The increase in population,
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which has caused mass production and mass consumption, in addition to the growth of consumerist
civilization, has led to more waste production and environmental endangerment in the city of
Ardabil with mismanagement of waste and failure to separate waste from the source (home).

Conclusions

1- Irresponsible consumption is the first fundamental factor that increases environmental risks. In
this type of consumerism, the respondents contribute to environmental pollution by excessive
consumption and purchases beyond their needs, wishes or wishes.

2- The feeling of pleasure from shopping, shopping, and shopping as entertainment is another
factor of consumerism civilization, which continues to lead to eye-to-eye and formal competition
with others and causes necessary and needed goods to become additional goods and leave the life
cycle, which causes environmental pollution.

3- The increase in population, followed by mass production and mass consumption, in addition to
the waste of financial capital, by using disposable containers and mass waste production, cause
threats to the environment; This point was one of the most important points that most of the
respondents acknowledged.

4- The statistical sample of the research often emphasized the point that it is necessary to help the
urban waste management by separating the waste from the source (house), but unfortunately, this
citizenship ethics remained at the level of words and did not reach the stage of belief and action.

5- Teaching environmental issues, especially in childhood, through formal and informal centers can
greatly contribute to the health of the environment.

6- Education on consumerism issues, especially in the field of capital management, can be effective
and useful in making the living environment healthy.
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