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Table 1- Main and secondary factors for evaluation of distressed urban areas(DUA)
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Figure 1: framework of empowerment
source: Narayan, 2002:23
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Introduction

Empowerment is the expansion of the assets and the capabilities of the poor people in order to
participation, bargaining, being effective, control and maintain of responsible institutions that affect
their living. From this point of view , empowerment is not merely use of the government treasury, but
creating the environment for the use of the local resources of these communities in order to improve
the economic and social situation. The important context of these resources is the power of civil
networks and social capital. Social capital includes aspects of social structure that facilitate collective
action and provide resources for people to achieve their goals.

Materials and method

The current research is of applied type and descriptive-analytical research method. The indicators of
social capital have been obtained according to the indicators presented in the texts and documents of
international institutions and institutions such as the World Bank, etc. In terms of spatial scale, the unit
of analysis is neighborhood and in terms of demographics, it is people. Using Cochran's formula, the
sample size is 170 people, which we increased to 300 people to improve the research results.

Discussion

According to the beta (B) values, among the independent variables of the research, the variable of
social trust (public-institutional) with a confidence level of 95% has had the greatest effect on the
dependent variable of the research, i.e. the empowerment of Islamabad neighborhood. Because its ()
value is (0.81). After social trust, indicators of social participation (), (0.72) and social cohesion with
value (B), (0.62) respectively have the greatest impact on the desired dependent variable.

Conclusion

The most important transformation in the theory and practice of development is the understanding of
the power of social networks and social capital in dealing with socio-economic phenomena such as
inefficient structures and informal settlements, which have provided the ground for the instability of
urban development. As it was determined in our research and it is also shown quantitatively and
regression test in Table 4, variable indicators of social capital have a great impact on empowering the
local community of Islamabad. Considering the diverse socio-economic context in the neighborhood
and the traditional rural-urban-marginal structure in this neighborhood, paying attention to social
capital in rebuilding their neighborhood identity is also very effective as effective actors of the urban
space.

Keyword: Social capital, local communities, empowerment, dysfunctional context
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