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Figure2: Location of Abkhazia and North Osetia
(Tasnim News Agency, 2021: 2)
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Abstract

Georgia's military action to dominate the two separatist regions of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia in the summer of 2008 caused a new crisis in the turbulent Caucasus region.
Russia's military attack in support of these two regions and the unilateral recognition of
the independence of South Ossetia and Abkhazia created tensions in Russia's relations
with the West, especially the United States. Moscow seeks complete dominance over the
Caucasus region and prevents American and Western influence in this region. Therefore,
the Georgian war can be seen as Russia's attempt to counter Washington's regional
influence and dominance, which has led to confrontation between the United States and
Russia in Georgia. Thus, the main question of the research is what is the nature of the
confrontation between the United States and Russia in Georgia? The main hypothesis of
the article is that, considering the position of the Caucasus and Georgia in the recovery of
the lost power of the Soviet Union, Moscow officials consider the continuation of
American hegemony and hegemony in Georgia to be a strategic threat to themselves and
in this regard; They have come out in an effort to consolidate their regional position and
confront the American dominance over the Caucasus and Georgia. On the other hand,
Georgia's efforts to join the European Union and NATO, and on the other hand, Russia's
fear of encirclement, have caused threats and anger from Russia, which has made the
Kremlin more determined to adopt warlike policies towards Thilisi and, on the other
hand, to weaken and expel the United States and the West from the Caucasus and
Georgia. The research findings show that since Russia considers the Caucasus and
Georgia to be its backyard, the presence and expansion of American and NATO influence
in this region is a strategic threat to the Kremlin, which has caused Russia to react and
confront the United States in the Caucasus. Therefore, Moscow authorities are trying to
bring Georgia back into their sphere of influence in order to prevent American hegemony
in the Caucasus and NATQ's creeping eastward.

Keywords: US, Russia, Georgia, NATO, threat balance

Introduction

Given the geopolitical importance of Georgia among the South Caucasus countries and
the changes and dynamics in the situation in Georgia, both in internal conflicts that create
tools and levers for the influence of powers and in international dimensions that lead to
the expansion of the influence of regional and trans-regional powers, and these changes
and dynamics directly affect the strategic depth of the countries in the region, especially
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Russia and Iran; therefore, addressing such issues is of particular importance in political
and security issues.

Materials and Methods

The method used in this research is based on a descriptive-analytical approach and,
depending on the nature and type of the subject under study, data and information are
collected using various methods, generally based on library methods and searches on the
Internet, databases, quarterly journals and specialized magazines. The type of research is
applied-developmental, which researchers in the field of political geography,
international relations, regional studies, and diplomats of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
can use in line with their specialized affairs.

Discussion and Conclusion

Georgia, due to its geopolitical characteristics and its location in the middle of the
Caucasus region and access to the Black Sea, has always been of considerable importance
to regional and international actors. Like other independent republics of the former Soviet
Union, this country has faced major challenges since gaining independence in 1991, one
of the most important issues that the Georgian governments have been involved in;
internal conflicts involving the regions of Adjara, Abkhazia and South Ossetia. These
conflicts are actually considered levers and tools of Russian influence in Georgia, and
Moscow has always applied its desired and national interests in the framework of a policy
of pressure through physical and military presence in various parts of Georgia since the
beginning of the country's independence. We witnessed the peak of these pressures in
2008 when the war broke out between the two countries of Georgia and Russia. In this
crisis, Russia, by trying to recover the lost power of the Soviet Union, took a major leap
to consolidate its international position and challenged the US policies in the region,
which sought to expand its dominance using various software and hardware components.
On the other hand, the United States is trying to achieve a unipolar international system
by pursuing Cold War-era policies and by establishing its presence along Russia's
borders. Georgia's pro-Western policies, especially pursuing plans for NATO
membership and concluding military agreements with the US, and on the other hand,
cooperation between Thilisi and Washington in the energy sector, which limits Russian
influence in the Caspian region; all of which led to Moscow's direct military intervention
in Georgia, and the August 2008 war, during which Russian forces advanced to the gates
of Thilisi with extreme violence, can be seen as a lever of pressure on this country and
against the extreme orientation of the pro-Western Georgian government.
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