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Figure 1: Sense of place and factors influencing it
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Figure 2: The location of the studied area and the extent of worn out tissue in Ahvaz city
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Table 3- Investigating the status of indicators of sense of belonging to a place in worn-out urban
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Figure 3: Prioritization of indicators based on the AHP decision model
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Table 4- Forming the current status matrix
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Figure 4: The state of the sense of belonging to the place in the worn-out neighborhoods of Ahvaz

metropolis
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Table 6- Measuring the relationship between the indicators of the sense of belonging to the place
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Table 7- Prioritization of the most important factors affecting the sense of belonging to a place
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Table 9- Measuring the relationship between the sense of belonging to a place and the regeneration of
worn-out urban tissues
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Abstract

The present study aimed at investigating and analyzing the role of place attachment in the
renewal of worn-out textures of Ahvaz city. This applied study employed a descriptive-
analytical research method. The research data was collected by two documentary and field
study methods. Data analysis was conducted using AHP and COPRAS models and Pearson,
Kruskal-Wallis, cluster analysis and t-tests. The results of the AHP model showed that
emotional dependencies, security, place attachment, and accessibility are preferable to other
indicators. Also, based on the results of the COPRAS decision-making model, which
prioritized worn-out neighborhoods based on place attachment, Akhar-e-Asfalt neighborhood
has been ranked first with a value of 100%. The results of Pearson's correlation coefficient
indicated that collective memories, emotional attachments, attachment to place, security,
permanence, place familiarity, accessibility, vitality, social interactions, and satisfaction have
a direct significant correlation with the renewal of worn-out textures in Ahvaz city. The
results of Friedman's method showed that the index of emotional dependencies,
environmental issues, satisfaction, place attachment, and accessibility is the most important
effective indicators in increasing place attachment in the study neighborhoods. According to
the Kruskal-Wallis test and cluster analysis, Akhar-e-Asfalt and Ameri neighborhoods were
ranked first, and the results of the t-test showed that the residents of Ahvaz's worn-out
textures tend to renew their worn-out textures. Finally, the Pearson correlation coefficient
with a value of 0.263 indicated that there is a direct significant correlation between the two
variables, and with the increase in place attachment, the residents’ desire to renew worn-out
urban textures increases. Therefore, regarding that residents have a special attachment to their
place of residence and emotional dependence among them is high, it is possible to strengthen
worn-out tissues through urban regeneration by increasing urban facilities and services as well
as strengthening public spaces and bodily and physical textures.

Keywords: Place attachment, worn-out texture, urban renewal, Ahvaz

Introduction

The failure of many old textures to be compatible with the requirements of new life has
caused a decrease in the quality of life and also a decrease in place attachment of the residents
of these neighborhoods. Therefore, it seems necessary to pay attention to these residential
areas, both from the physical and psychological aspects, to increase the satisfaction of the
residents. Living in these textures, as much as it requires feeling the same with events,
memories, and roots, also require believing in the emergence of new changes in them.
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Therefore, it can be said that today the identity crisis in many old neighborhoods and textures
Is undeniable and needs more attention. Ahvaz city, the capital of Khuzestan province, is one
of the important cities of this province, and in recent decades it has witnessed huge waves of
migration from other villages and cities of the province. At present, about 1417 hectares of
Ahvaz city are worn out, which in terms of population is about one-third of the city's
population lives in these textures. These textures have affected the citizens’ quality of life
with problems such as the decline of physical quality, access and traffic problems, excessive
density, and concentration, lack of uses per capita, lack of appropriate hierarchies in the
communication network, the existence of incompatible uses, weak buildings, the use of non-
durable and non-durable materials, lack of urban facilities and services, exhaustion of urban
sewage, low quality of residential units, weak urban management, and weak financial
resources for the improvement and renovation of houses are faced. It shows that most people
of Ahvaz do not benefit from favorable conditions for urban life. According to the mentioned
cases, this research seeks to analyze the role of place attachment in worn-out textures for the
renewal of Ahvaz, to determine to what extent the residents’ place attachment can provide the
basis for the renewal of worn-out urban textures.

Materials and Methods

The present study employed a theoretical-applied and descriptive-analytical research method.
Library and field studies techniques were used for data collection. The research questionnaire
included factors of place attachment, the facilities and services of the worn-out textures, and
the desire to renew the worn-out textures. Place attachment consisted of 17 indicators and 56
items; facilities and services included 11 indicators and 35 items, and the desire to renew
worn-out textures included 13 items. According to the objectives of the research, two
statistical populations of residents and experts in urban textures participated in the study for
data collection. The area under investigation includes 7 worn-out neighborhoods of Ahvaz
city. Based on the statistical population, 384 questionnaires were distributed among the
residents of the worn-out urban neighborhoods of Ahvaz. To analyze the spatial difference of
place attachment in urban neighborhoods and to weigh the indicators of place attachment, the
AHP model was employed. Also; to measure the factors affecting place attachment in worn-
out urban tissues, the COPRAS decision-making model was used; to determine the factors
effective in increasing place attachment, the Pearson coefficient and Friedman test were used.
Also, the Kruskal-Wallis test and cluster analysis technique were employed to measure the
difference between neighborhoods of worn-out urban textures, and the t-test and Pearson
coefficient to measure the relationship between place attachment and urban renewal.

Findings and discussion

Investigating the residents’ opinions in terms of the place attachment indicators in the worn-
out neighborhoods of Ahvaz city showed that emotional dependencies and place attachment
had a higher value than the hypothetical average. Also, according to experts, emotional
dependencies, security, attachment to place and accessibility are preferable to other indicators.
In the next step, to rank the worn-out neighborhoods of Ahvaz city, the obtained average was
entered into the COPRAS decision-making model; the results showed that among the
surveyed neighborhoods, the residents of Akhar-e-Asfalt neighborhood had a very high place
attachment. Also, Yousefi and Zargan neighborhoods residents had a high place attachment;
Hasirabad and Ameri neighborhoods residents had moderate place attachment; and
Malashieh, Lashkarabad, and Molashiyeh neighborhoods residents had the least place
attachment. Next, Pearson's correlation coefficient was used to measure the correlation
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between the two variables of place attachment and the renewal of worn-out urban textures.
The results obtained from the Pearson correlation coefficient with a value of 0.263 indicated
that there is a direct and significant correlation between the two variables-- with the increase
in place attachment, the desire of the residents to recreate worn-out urban textures increases.
Then, Pearson's correlation coefficient was used to measure the correlation between the two
variables of place attachment and the renewal of worn-out urban textures. The results
obtained from the Pearson correlation coefficient with a value of 0.263 indicated that there is
a direct and significant correlation between the two variables, and with the increase in place
attachment, the desire of the residents to recreate worn-out urban textures increases.

Conclusion

The present study aimed to spatially analyze place attachment in worn-out textures for urban
renewal in the neighborhoods of Ahvaz metropolis in terms of indicators such as collective
memories, emotional attachments, place attachment, identity, permanence, security, place
familiarity, and legibility. The research results were consistent with Karimi Moshaver et al.
(2018), Zamani et al. (2016), Abdi Malek Kalaei (2016), and Ramkissoon (2015), showing
that in the worn-out neighborhoods of Ahvaz, emotional dependencies, place attachment,
social interactions, etc. have a relatively good status. However, the existence of environmental
problems, the residents’ dissatisfaction with city facilities and services, inappropriate access
of citizens, and vitality have affected the durability of residents. Therefore, since residents
have a special attachment to their place of residence and emotional dependence among them
is high, it is possible to strengthen worn-out textures through urban renewal by increasing
urban facilities and services as well as strengthening public spaces and physical textures.
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